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First Plant Sale at Seawinds 26 April 2015  

From sub-committee measuring out the site –  - to helpers setting up on the day -  

- to attending the APS table -  - to helping clear up -  

- in spite of the less-than-glorious weather, our first plant sale was a success for the growers. 
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The growers were Glen Yearsley of Ausplant 

Nursery, Mark Adams of Local Native Flora, Rod 

And Kaye Pitt of Sunvalley Nursery, Richard 

Anderson of Merricks Nursery, Phil and Alexis 

Vaughan of Vaughan’s Plants, and Seawinds 

Volunteers Nursery.  They were all were pleased 

with the outcome, impressed and very grateful 

for the assistance that our volunteers provided. 

The quality of plants were excellent and a credit 

to the growers.   

 

Seawinds Nursery Volunteers received a 

pleasing amount of interest in both plant sales 

and their guided walk, and they acquired 

another member.  This was their first public 

sale. 

 

Our own table attracted interest in spite of the 

discouraging weather, with many people taking 

brochures and one person joining up.   

An informal tally kept at the APS table shows 

that there were over 100 visitors, mainly in the 

morning.  Compared to attendance at other APS 

District Group plant sales, this is a great first 

effort. 

 

 

Display plants added to the colour -  

 

Publicity from an article in The Age’s Spectrum 

resulted in people coming from further afield.  

The local attendance was not as good as 

expected – not helped by both the Mornington 

and Frankston Leader publicising the wrong 

date!  If the weather had been kinder it's likely 

that there would have been more people in the 

afternoon.   

Even with a short burst of sunshine ,the only 

customers in the afternoon were members of 

APS Mornington Peninsula:  

 

The result of our first ever plant sale couldn't 

have been achieved without many willing 

volunteers.  I want to thank you all again – the 

sub-committee, those who spent all day at the 

site, those who came for a few hours, and 

those who turned up only to find that there 

wasn't anything much to do, your willingness 

to help and your reliability was what made the 

day a success.  
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Backyard Birds 

 

Presented by Pam Hearn and Susan Clark, Education Officers Mornington Peninsula Birdlife, 

Tuesday 21 October 2014 

Pam showed us birds she has photographed on the Peninsula, many of them on her Mount Martha property.  

Susan then outlined methods of attracting birds to gardens, with anecdotes from the audience.  There is a 

plethora of information to be found on the internet - the following is an extract from a leaflet available from 

www.birdsinbackyards.net.  

 

Quiet, so you don’t disturb them:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tawny Frogmouth, Balnarring Bronze-wing Pigeon, Rosebud 



 

 

APS MornPen Newsletter 019  Page 4 

 

 

 

 

         

Eastern yellow Robin, Seawinds Volunteers Nursery – shelter 

is important for birds with wet feathers. 

 

                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Mulch and rocks, skinks lead to a very happy Little Grey 

Butcherbird 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pam and Susan also brought a list of plants found to be used by birds, containing a surprising number of 

exotic plants, some of which are weeds, so not recommended.   
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New Holland Honeyeaters on Banksia menziesii dwarf 

form, Australia Garden, Royal Botanic Gardens 

Cranbourne 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              Little Lorikeet on Corymbia ficifolia, Rosebud                                Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo on 

                                                                                                                              Hakea laurina, Rosebud 
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Downsizing Your Garden  Tuesday 17 February and Saturday 21 March 2015   

Many of us may be facing downsizing our garden in the 

future, and wonder just how we’re going to fit in all of 

those special plants from our current garden to 

somewhere smaller. 

For Bob and Dot O’Neill their downsizing was from 8 acres 

of internationally recognized Katandra native garden at 

Wandin North to just one acre with house and numerous 

cypress trees at Narre Warren South.   

But no matter what the size of the downsizing there’s lots 

of tips that Bob and Dot passed on at our Tuesday 17th 

February meeting to help make that move accompanied 

by our favourite native floral friends. 

The prime message about moving that we took away was  

· take and pot up lots of cuttings, and  

· have plenty of friends to babysit your pots while 

you prepare the new location 

Bob is a great believer in and practitioner of the taking 

of cuttings.  If he buys a new plant, he’ll take a couple 

of cuttings from it, and usually re-pot the remaining 

plant into a bigger pot to avoid any potential problem 

of it being root bound.  He’ll then plant it out once the 

new roots have been established.  The cuttings are 

then planted out in different parts of the garden – this 

provides the opportunity to see what conditions suit 

the plant best; whether it can adapt to different areas 

of the garden.  It also provides an insurance policy if 

any of them turn their toes up. 

 

 

Bob tries to propagate in the cooler months then 

move the new plants out as the earth warms up in 

spring, but as he says, the ideal time to take cuttings 

is when you’re given the opportunity!  He includes 

the source of the cutting on the label eg Lechenaultia 

formosa Max. 

 

 

Downsizing is a chance to become more thorough in 

documenting just what you have in the garden, and 

labelling your plants.  Bob advocates keeping a daily 

diary where you can track the climatic conditions from 

year to year; time of planting vegetables etc, as well as 

keeping a book which lists all the plants, their forms 

and locations. 

Bob also uses upturned pots marked with the bed 

number as a way of keeping track of locations. 

Some of more of his handy hints include: 

· You are the expert in your own back yard  

· Develop ideas from what you’ve observed eg 

visiting other gardens helps you to see how 

the same plant may grow differently in 

different conditions 



 

 

APS MornPen Newsletter 019  Page 8 

 

 

 

· Experiment with locations and conditions in 

your own garden 

· Spread your plants amongst your friends – 

gardens are for sharing and there’s always a 

backup if your plants die 

· Be efficient in what you do – the older you 

get, the less soil goes into the barrow! 

· On a similar note, be mindful of your physical 

limitations, save your back and knees. 

· You can grow your own plants for 80c to $1 – 

start taking cuttings. 

· Take the time to prepare the soil in your new 

location before you start planting – Bob and 

Dot moved in December and started planting 

in the autumn. 

 

Saturday 21 March 2015   

Eighteen members took Bob’s advice to learn from 

observing other gardens, and visited the O’Neills’ 

garden in Narre Warren South.   

 

 

 

We saw the fruit of Bob and Dot’s four year’s hard 

work, which is really such a labour of love. 

They have created a wonderful new native garden, 

had triumphs and disasters, and also developed a 

bountiful vegetable garden and orchard.   

 

 

There were lots of lessons learnt about tools and 

techniques, how to go about moving house and garden, 

concluding with a lesson in taking cuttings. 

 

Bob and Dot were extremely generous in sharing their 

garden – both with the time we spent and their 

willingness to provide us with cuttings and plants for 

our own gardens.  We appreciated the time they spent 

sharing their benefits of their experience – let’s hope 

all those cuttings strike! 

Jenny Bolger 
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Newsletter News  

This is the second-last of the “catch-up” newsletters from Verena.  In the absence of an editor, the 

committee has agreed to try attaching brief descriptions and photos of meetings and excursions to the 

monthly reminder emails as an alternative to the more formatted newsletter.  News of other activities are 

usually included in these emails 

We would still welcome any ideas you may have.  And if you have any inclination to help in producing a 

newsletter in whatever format, please let me know as soon as possible!   

Next Newsletter 

· Catchup – October 2014 Orchid Hunt 

· April 2015 Putting Nature into your nature strip  

· May 2015 Orchid Conservation at Royal Botanic Gardens Cranbourne 

 

 

What’s On for the rest of 2015 

Please take note of some changes to the calendar: 

July 18:  Ray and Eva Turner have kindly agreed to showing us their garden, including the ravages of rabbits. 

September:  The Pea flower field trip will be held on Saturday 13 September, not the 20th.  This will allow 

you to attend the last of the District Group Weekends on the weekend of the 2oth.    

October 20:  Come and get your free 5kg of fertiliser!  Neutrog wants APS Victoria members to provide 

feedback on their new organic based fertiliser created for Australian native plants.  They will conduct a 

presentation about “Bush Tucker” and tell you what you need to do  (you may be familiar with another 

product made by this company called “Sudden Impact for Roses”). 

Dates still to be confirmed are the planting and weeding mornings at Devilbend Reserve,the Wildflower Walk 

in October and the December lunch.  These depend on weather conditions and/or what’s flowering. 

 

APS Mornington Peninsula Calendar 2015 

Day Date Time Venue Topic Speaker / Guide 

Tues 16 June 
Evening – 

7:30pm 

Benton Square 

Community Centre 
Plant Maintenance Warren Warboys, RBGC 

Sat 18 July 
Day – 

10:30am 
TBC Garden visit Ray And Eva Turner,  

Sat ?? July 
Day -

9:30am 
Devilbend Reserve Planting morning Sam Pollard 

Tues 18 August 
Afternoon 

– 2:30pm 

Benton Square 

Community Centre 

AGM 

Peninsula Pea Family  Gidja Walker 

Sat 13 September 
Day – 

10:30am 
TBA Pea flower field trip Gidja Walker 

Sat ?? September 
Day - 

9:30am 
Devilbend Reserve Weeding morning Sam Pollard 
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APS Mornington Peninsula Calendar 2015 

Day Date Time Venue Topic Speaker / Guide 

Sat 
3 or 10 

October 

Day – 

10:30am 

Buckley & Woods 

Reserves TBC 
Wildflower Walk  

Tues 20 October 
Evening – 

7:30pm 

Benton Square 

Community Centre 

Neutrog Bush Tucker 

presentation 

Members’ Night 

Plant Table 

Members 

Tues 17 November 
Evening – 

7:30pm 

Benton Square 

Community Centre 
Peninsula Eucalypts Leon Costermans 

Sat 
5 or 12 

December 

Day – 

11am 
Rosebud 

Flowers & Fruit 

Final Lunch 
Verena Reich 

 

 

APS Mornington Peninsula Calendar 2015 – past events 

Tues 17 February 
Evening – 

7:30pm 

Benton Square 

Community Centre 
Downsizing Bob O’Neill 

Sat 21 March 
Day – 

10:30am 
Narre Warren Garden visit Bob O’Neill 

Tues 21 April  
Afternoon 

– 2:30pm 

Benton Square 

Community Centre 

Putting Nature into 

your nature strip 

Mornington Peninsula Shire 

officers 

Sun 26 April 
9:30 am - 

4:00pm 
Seawinds Plant Sale  

Sat 16 May 
Day – 

10:30am 

RBGC Orchid 

Conservation Facility, 

Cranbourne  

Excursion and talk 

Dr Noushka Reiter 

Ecologist 

Australian Network for Plant 

Conservation 

 

 

What’s on elsewhere 2015 

July 25 and 26:  Growing Friends group of the Friends of the Royal Botanic Gardens Cranbourne Inc will be having their 

Winter plant-sale on Saturday 25th and Sunday 26th July, from 10am to 4pm. 

 

November 9 to 13: Pre-ANSPSA Conference field trip NSW South Coast.  Email Verena for details. 

 

November 15-to 20:  Biennial ANPSA Conference (Australian Native Plant Society Australia) in Canberra.  You can 

register on line through the conference website (http://anpsa.org.au/conference2015), or email Verena for a 

copy of the form.    
 

 

 

 


